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? QUESTION 0S — FIVE MEANINGFUL SENTENCES (05 MARKS)

Instruction: Select any five words from the list. Write five meaningful sentences using the selected words.
You may use the verbs in any tense and nouns in singular or plural form. Do not change the form of the other
words.

MODEL ANSWERS — 2020

List: Nouns: achiever, employer - Verbs: create, hate, violate - Adjectives: cultural, harmful, eldest -
Adverbs: briefly, seriously

My father is an employer who treats all his workers fairly.
Smoking is very harmful to our health.

a My eldest brother is studying medicine at the University of Colombo.
n The principal spoke briefly about the new school rules.

Drivers who violate traffic rules should be fined heavily.

MODEL ANSWERS — 2024

List: arrangement - direction - preference - realise - identify - personal - affordable - heroic - promptly -
excessively

We made an arrangement to meet at the library after school.
My preference is to study in the morning rather than at night.
The doctors could not identify the cause of his illness.

We chose a hotel that was affordable for a student's budget.

She answered the letter promptly, on the very same day.

060008

MODEL ANSWERS — 2025

List: confidently - suitable - temporary - expectation - payment - modify - connect - tolerate - individually -
trophy

n She answered every question confidently at the interview.
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a This shirt is not suitable for a formal occasion.
a The company gave him a temporary job for three months.
My parents have high expectations about my A/L resullts.

a We must tolerate the opinions of people who disagree with us.

HOW TO REMEMBER

DDe) 6B6® esEnBN B — 51T5D 26 D S ¢

X “llike affordable.” — @5 0 v "We chose a hotel that was affordable for a student's budget.” — @5 1
B0 SHEBBEBES 6O 6555 B,

STEP 1 ®w®0 **emed® Bmenes** D 5 6o
(8@t DOHEDO el @S »z!)

STEP 2 »¢® dwd® 90 8-15 w ONWBHeE

STEP 3 e30t® es3zx® **eSchmns** o

STEP 4 e@® gnd + 55 0 DOS®

DO Ob® 4D a5
OB®B S06 EeHOEES
Noun My/The ... is a(n) who/that ... My father is an employer who ...
Verb Subject + + object + B3SO The doctors could not identify the cause ...
Adjective ... is/lwas because/for ... This shirt is not suitable for a formal occasion.
Adverb Somebody did something . She answered confidently at the interview.
PRACTICE

5ugy: af)oce 360 list — 90® 30 — OFS O B
B 9n0% 9Os: B DO 5 698 »éF®, BO esedeel Besd
B 66t® ®m®m: promptly De® adverb dmw e300z 60®E3 OS® Dz (prompt Bresen Desd)

COMMON MISTAKES
B X 9o 60 s ("He is an achiever." — 6556t® 6e3e365 »E)
m X Adjective / adverb &g &30dzescs 603 SB® (verb 3% noun 8O 6DHES oS 3ODS)
B X Do Onancm DD 6ewm £ D — 6033 6D Mwn 58
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P QUESTION 10 —DATA DESCRIPTION (10 MARKS)

Instruction: Describe the information given in the chart by reporting the main features and making
comparisons where relevant. ~75-100 words

The three charts

Year Chart type Topic Words
2020 Bar chart Students' reading habits, Jayadeva MV, 2019 ~75
2024 Bar chart Social media use by boys and girls, 2023 ~100
2025 Two pie charts Transport methods, 2010 vs 2020 ~100

A 2025 deid chart 9bme 6deS Jgm. & Ses) 20260 bar - pie - line - table ®56® czo®sie.

MODEL ANSWER — 2020 (bar chart, reading habits)

A Scan dew bar s ©BEO® BEO®mSSD Dt Em. &5t EBEE DKMt DO Bt 6meSES —
BD@6@E paper Do Ben® @GS £55.

The bar chart shows the reading habits of the students of Jayadeva Maha Vidyalaya, Kurunegala, in 2019.
Overall, science fiction was the most popular type of reading among boys, while girls preferred
adventure stories. Half of the boys read science fiction, but only about one fifth of the girls did so. In
contrast, more girls than boys read adventure stories. Newspapers were read by about a quarter of the
boys and fewer girls. Magazines were the least popular choice for both groups.

(= 78 words)

MODEL ANSWER — 2024 (bar chart, social media)

The bar chart compares the percentages of boys and girls in Sri Lanka who used four social media
platforms in 2023. Overall, Instagram was the most widely used platform, while Facebook was the least
popular, especially among girls. Instagram was used by 80% of both boys and girls, which means it was
equally popular with the two groups. TikTok was used by 70% of boys and 60% of girls. YouTube was
watched by 40% of each group. Facebook showed the widest gap: 20% of boys used it, compared with
only 12% of girls.

(= 99 words)
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MODEL ANSWER — 2025 (two pie charts, transport)

NOTES

The two pie charts illustrate the main methods of transport used by people in Sri Lanka in 2010 and in
2020. Overall, the most striking change is the sharp rise in the use of cars and the fall in the use of buses
over the ten years. In 2010, the bus was by far the most common method, accounting for 46% of
journeys, followed by the train at 27% and the car at 19%. By 2020, however, the car had become the
most popular method at 42%, while bus use had dropped to 30% and train use to 18%. Bicycle use

remained unchanged at 9% in both years.

(= 108 words — 3o g8 655 5Ds5)

HOW TO REMEMBER — the 4-sentence formula

1
® INTRODUCTION The bar chart shows ___ in in . |

(6®we - lce - emNe®E - WOLE) |

T
|
I
I
| @ OVERVIEW Overall, __ was the highest, |
| while ___ was the lowest. - gSOWBEB! |
| I
| ® DETAIL 1 ON® FOGS + QOO + 0LBE®EH |
I I
| @ DETAIL 2 N OGS / 6@IN® OB + 9RO |
L I
= ©®» 95-105

"I-O-D-D" = Introduction - Overview - Detail - Detail

03B 8 8" — woo® BReSNS Content @S e58e3t&nE.

"Overall" 5558 @) 86

9B @B Bdw B@DeOH "main features” report mAO@) »z. Instruction exs® BrE) S6):

‘reporting the main features and making comparisons".

LANGUAGE BANK — 2088 635»

8d OO»

OISO shows - illustrates - compares - gives information about

[N ONICTH) Overall, ... - The most striking feature is ... - It is clear that ...

RIEAC) the highest - the largest proportion - the most popular - by far the most common
Q) the lowest - the smallest number - the least popular
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£30E3BCHED compared with - in contrast - whereas - while - twice as many as

CRINRIIC) rose - increased - grew - fell - declined - dropped - remained unchanged

[SlONON6] sharply - significantly - gradually - slightly

eI approximately - around - just over - just under - nearly

[NO) a quarter (25%) - a third (33%) - half (50%) - three-quarters (75%)
PRACTICE

B »0588: |-O-D-D g3 + language bank
B 5§®g: chart &b® 4® Besse (bar - pie - line - table). Dm0 K5y 158.
B 9ul® @ds: BrE® DB chart Hew D8l® OmD s A OO QLY DD

COMMON MISTAKES
m X "Overall" dmx5c6 %t5 50
B X 9eun® @iBeindn oo 880 (6506580 Hod)
X etdrp / @ g D — "This is because young people like Instagram.” X 8e3o0 wdsie 8o
B X g8)dcdens Bendd present tense e8H8 GO

P QUESTION 11— INFORMAL / SHORT FUNCTIONAL WRITING (15 MARKS)

Year Task Words @& e2Q
2020 NOTICE — Nature Club meeting, home garden 50-75 C-L
2024 Informal letter to a friend about a movie 100-125 C-L
2025 (scan Do oz — 6@e3DO informal letter / notice / e-mail) — —

DO exm®mB®: notice - informal letter - e-mail - invitation.

MODEL ANSWER — 2020 (NOTICE)

You are the Secretary of the Nature Club of Damsiri Maha Vidyalaya, Bentota. Your Club decides to start
a home garden in the school. Write a suitable notice about this meeting, inviting Advanced Level
students to participate. 50-75 words.

DAMSIRI MAHA VIDYALAYA, BENTOTA
NATURE CLUB

NOTICE
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loth July 2020
MEETING — SCHOOL HOME GARDEN PROJECT

A meeting of the Nature Club will be held on Friday, 17th July,
at 1.30 p.m. in the school hall, to discuss starting a home
garden in the school premises. All Advanced Level students who
are interested are kindly invited to attend. Those who join the
project will be given seeds and gardening tools by the club.
Please bring your notebooks to the meeting.

K. Perera
Secretary, Nature Club

(body = 65 words)

Notice dez 5B 620 8:

o el »® o BBeE ®® o NOTICE Br® DODG @ EHNG
© ®ad ©® e®we/mdee/eene o DAOT DBHE 2O + RO

MODEL ANSWER — 2024 (INFORMAL LETTER)

You watched an interesting movie recently. Write a letter to your friend asking him/her to watch it.
Include: general details (name, characters, category) - a brief summary - why it is interesting -
recommend it. 100-125 words.

No. 24, Temple Road,
Kandy .

15th August 2024
Dear Nimal,
How are you? I hope you and your family are keeping well.

I am writing to tell you about a wonderful film I watched last
week. It is called "The Lost Village" and it is an adventure film.
The main characters are a young boy named Sudath and his old
grandfather.

The story is about a boy who goes back to his grandfather's
village and finds that the whole village has been abandoned. He
slowly discovers why the people left, and in the end he helps them
to return.

I found it very interesting because the story was unexpected and
the acting was excellent. It also teaches us to value our villages.

You must watch it. Do write and tell me what you think.

Your loving friend,

NOTES
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Kasun

(body = 122 words - bullet points ®#=6® cover 6d»&» )

HOW TO REMEMBER
Bullet points = Content marks

85®e» Beny e® bullet DO B©I6® ¢55D06E Heresd B®. BHE) 900 Hem® sy HEHS D5 dm
tick @63,

INFORMAL LETTER — 5 steps

T

| o BBwo (638 25 geB®) + Eacs |

| @ Dear [first name],

| ® How are you? I hope .. (650 &t®) |

| ® I am writing to tell you about ..

| + bullet points ®wSew® |
|
L

® Do write back soon. / Your loving friend, |
|

Informal Formal (c®»» &)

Dear Nimal, Dear Sir,

I'm - don't - it's (contractions ) Iam - do not Bde

Your loving friend, / Yours affectionately, Yours faithfully,

8658, 6e39E®B B@, 030
PRACTICE

B 20s1808: notice e 6O 8 + informal letter Hews BodO 5
= 5®g): notice D, informal letter Hewes, e-mail Dot — H®O Bessen
B 9m® @@s: xew bullets D paper Dem® 698 »6S®, B@) @O EMB tick mbeSe

COMMON MISTAKES
s X Notice ®0 "Dear..." @3 "Yours sincerely” ¢ & — Notice dos} @86 66dd
m X Informal letter 0 "Yours faithfully” £ D
m X Bullet d= gooepe®d® — Content @563 208)
B X 9D B®0D 580
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P QUESTION 12 —FORMAL LETTER (1S MARKS)

@sf eanQ: F = C = L — O (Format - Content - Language - Organisation)

& e HDOB. J Bie’ format dmO® eD0® &1 Hecmdn.
English ®z eexne §#ns layout Dz D08 B @xes e D) ed).

The three tasks — 6@ 3

Year 66 N6 689

2020 Secretary, sports committee Gdue — Kumar Sangakkara ©
2024 Secretary, Social Service Society #0806 9BB® — 66 EIEHRHEWO
2025 Secretary, literary association S5 B8 — 6EHEEMO

#80deg 3® D) school society dmm Secretary emes.

O® gSds0366. 6O 6OSES FOQS 63en TH6B.

MODEL ANSWER — 2020 (invitation)

The Secretary,

Sports Committee,
Rajasingham Maha Vidyalaya,
Vavuniya.

20th July 2020

Mr. Kumar Sangakkara,
Colombo.

Dear Sir,
Invitation to Deliver a Talk at Our Annual Sports Day
On behalf of the Sports Committee of Rajasingham Maha Vidyalaya,
I have the honour to invite you to deliver a talk at our Annual Sports
Day.
The event will be held on Saturday, 15th August 2020, at 8.30 a.m.
at the school grounds. About seven hundred students, their parents and

our teachers will be present.

Our students admire you greatly, and a few words from you about
discipline and hard work would inspire them for many years.

Pro Path - FREE TO USE for personal study and classroom teaching - NOT FOR SALE — commercial redistribution is not permitted
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We would be extremely grateful if you could accept our invitation.

Yours faithfully,

S. Nirmalan
Secretary, Sports Committee

(body =~ 98 words)

MODEL ANSWER — 2024 (requesting permission)

The Secretary,

Social Service Society,
Vidyaloka Maha Vidyalaya,
Galle.

12th August 2024
The Principal,
Vidyaloka Maha Vidyalaya,
Galle.
Dear Sir,
Permission to Organise a Medical Camp for Elderly People

I am writing on behalf of the Social Service Society to request
your permission to organise a free medical camp for the elderly people
of our area.

Our society plans to invite four doctors and two nurses from the
Base Hospital, Galle. Twenty members of our society will help with
registration and refreshments, and the 0ld Students' Association has

agreed to meet the cost of the medicines.

We propose to hold the camp on Sunday, 8th September 2024, from
8.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. in the school hall.

We would be grateful if you could kindly grant us permission for
this event.

Yours faithfully,

A. Fernando
Secretary, Social Service Society

(body = 124 words - bullet ®»6® cover)

MODEL ANSWER — 2025 (appreciation)
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Dr.

Shyamalie Ranasinghe,

Vocational Training Authority,

Colombo.

Dear Dr. Ranasinghe,

The Secretary,

Literary Association,

Sri Sumangala Maha Vidyalaya,
Panadura.

18th July 2025

Letter of Appreciation — "Learning Opportunities after G.C.E. (A/L)"

On behalf of the Literary Association of our school, I am writing

to thank you sincerely for the valuable speech you delivered to our

students.

G.C.E. (A/L)".

The talk was held on Friday, 4th July 2025, at 10.00 a.m. in the
school auditorium, on the topic "Learning Opportunities after

Nearly three hundred Advanced Level students attended.

Your speech was extremely useful to us. Many of our students did

not know about the vocational courses available after the examination.

Since your visit, several of them have already collected application

forms from the Vocational Training Authority.

We are truly grateful for your time and for the trouble you took

to visit us.

Yours sincerely,

H. Wijesinghe
Secretary, Literary Association

(body =~ 123 words - bullet ®56® cover )

HOW TO REMEMBER — the skeleton

Pro Path -

0 QRMe® BBG (OBD)

@ Dear Sir, / Dear Dr. ,

o Omed BB®HG (csd) |

@ B |

® SUBJECT LINE (3085 @bws a@sSem!) |

® eden 1 — OB

eder 2 — Bedod (Bmne - D@ -

DD - B 6ceHDE) |

68ck 3 — g8 T OO / 6meNBE OB |

edcn 4 - 98B® / BaBn

FREE TO USE for personal study and classroom teaching - NOT FOR SALE — commercial redistribution is not permitted
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@ Yours faithfully, / Yours sincerely,

*® |
2900, BB8E |

20 550 » sincerely, »es5® faithfully

Dear Sir / Madam — Yours faithfully Dear Mr. Perera / Dr. Silva — Yours sincerely 6® ees38)©
BrOge™)5 Format @a cxmd.

685 xd QB Dz
6@ a3 vz
R OIGIRL) I am writing on behalf of ... to request your permission to organise ...
ENDBEGB On behalf of the ... Society, | have the honour to invite you to ...
SB6 I am writing to thank you sincerely for the valuable ... you delivered ...
93R® / axm®e I am writing to request your kind assistance for ...
&3S I am writing to bring to your attention a matter concerning ...
R I am writing to enquire about ... advertised in ... on ...

PRACTICE

B 203008 538500500, DS Mnd 3 168 B,

B 599): D0 e3Se5083000 gd@en 4t — MBS - OO - BRSG - 5cBHSE

B 9503 90c: B &8» eew, 8, salutation, subject, closing Bie®. 8O esedetl 6ede 50D,
B 655628 @d®: el Q12 Dwd B 60 4 Henrses — format Dm0 6DH® @ BewD 563

COMMON MISTAKES
m X Subject line d» g®=m 3® — Format &% )
m X Dear Sir + Yours sincerely (6e$38)0 ©c08)
m X Contractions e»888 8%® (I'd, don't) — formal &m0 d=
B X 2950 (designation) e@mwm 8®
B X @56 88%6 @ 5@
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P QUESTION 13 —ESSAY / STORY (20 MARKS)

& eanQ: C =L - O -150-200 words - "Do not exceed the word limit."

Year Type Topic

2020 Story completion dark evening, running to the bus-stop
2024 Discuss both views + opinion arranged marriage

2025 Agree or disagree social media literacy in schools

MODEL ANSWER — 2020 (story completion)

Complete the following story, using an imaginary situation. 150-200 words.* "After an extra class
yesterday, | was on my way home. | looked at my watch. It was 6.40 p.m. Everywhere, it was dark and
cloudy. There was no electricity. It was lightning and about to rain. | began to run to the bus-stop as fast
as | could."™

Suddenly, | heard a loud cry from the side of the road. | stopped and looked around. In the dim light | saw
an old man lying near a drain. His bicycle had fallen on top of him and he could not get up.

For a moment | did not know what to do. It was getting late and my mother would be worried. Then |
remembered what our teacher had told us that very afternoon about helping others.

| put down my bag and lifted the bicycle. The old man's leg was bleeding badly. | helped him to sit up and
shouted for help. A three-wheeler driver who was passing by stopped and came running. Together we
took the old man to the nearest hospital.

By the time | reached home, it was almost nine o'clock and | was completely wet. My mother was angry
at first, but when | told her the story, she smiled and hugged me.

I missed my bus that day, but | will never forget that evening.

(= 173 words)

MODEL ANSWER — 2024 (discuss both views)

Some people believe that marriages should be arranged by the parents. Others think that people should
choose their own marriage partner. Discuss both views and give your opinions. 150-200 words.
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Marriage is one of the most important decisions in a person's life. Some people believe that parents
should arrange it, while others feel that everyone should choose their own partner. Both opinions have
their reasons.

Those who support arranged marriages say that parents have more experience of life. Parents look
carefully at the family background, the education and the character of the person, and they are not
blinded by emotion. In our culture, marriage joins two families, not only two people, so the support of
both families is important.

On the other hand, many young people feel that they should choose for themselves. They argue that two
people who marry must live together for the rest of their lives, so they should know and understand each
other first. A marriage that is forced on someone can end in unhappiness.

In my opinion, the best answer is a middle path. Young people should be free to choose their partner, but
they should also listen to the advice of their parents. When love and family approval come together, a
marriage is much more likely to succeed.

(=~ 184 words)

MODEL ANSWER — 2025 (agree or disagree)

"Social media literacy should be taught in schools." Do you agree or disagree? Write an essay giving
reasons for your choice. 150-200 words.

Today almost every student in Sri Lanka uses social media. While some people use it responsibly, many
others use it carelessly. It has therefore been proposed that social media literacy should be taught in
schools. | strongly agree with this proposal.

Firstly, students need to learn how to check whether information is true. False news spreads very quickly
on social media, and young people often share it without thinking. If schools teach them how to check a
source, they will not be misled so easily.

Secondly, many students do not understand the dangers of sharing personal information. Photographs,
addresses and phone numbers can be misused by strangers. A short lesson on privacy and safe
behaviour could protect thousands of children.

Some people may argue that this is the duty of parents. However, many parents in our country know less
about social media than their own children do. The school is therefore the best place to teachiit.

In conclusion, | firmly believe that social media literacy should be taught in schools, because it protects
students and helps them to use technology wisely.

(~ 182 words)
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HOW TO REMEMBER — three skeletons
AGREE / DISAGREE

INTRO DD BHS® > OO 606H® BHE) » **Oen ODG 6BDB**
BODY 1 Firstly, _ . For example / If ___ .

BODY 2 Secondly, _

COUNTER Some people may argue that __ . However, __

CONCLUSION In conclusion, I firmly believe __, because __

DISCUSS BOTH VIEWS

INTRO DDDOG > O 6cwD HenHE) > 6cwd® DY

BODY 1 Those who support _ say _ . (e®m 2-3)

BODY 2 On the other hand, __ . (e85 2-3)

CONCLUSION **In my opinion,** _, because _
STORY COMPLETION

2 B6n® DSEO E®O® BE® — 0oy 808 ®5D de!

Suddenly, . « 82Qx

For a moment ___ . < ®0D / ®GO

Then I __ . « 5d

Finally / By the time <« &®en»®

I will never forget __ . <« 8300b®6 (D Dw5cE)
"966} D6 DTS A HE"

"Discuss both views and give your opinion" — ¢5¢8 6co® 80@) ®©6eE Bmc 6:5Ded)ss Content
&S 5. “In my opinion,” BoE) ESOIMEEHES BHeS.

Story dm0: "d» 8&8ca"

DD 20085 O 6mNRD®S® Dz. Om B8ERGH Do Brxe. Past tense deri® 93, Suddenly -
Just then - A few minutes later - Finally e)888 mO&5®.

LINKING WORDS

8d OO

Bgede Firstly - Secondly - Thirdly - Finally

D) BOO Moreover - In addition - Besides - Also

BOeEBOG However - On the other hand - Although - In contrast
6D because - since - as

55O Therefore - As aresult - So
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EEDOLE For example - For instance - such as
(561L6) In conclusion - To sum up - Overall - In my opinion
PRACTICE

205308: ere3Ses0e30 @ + linking words

B g% o800 essay 28 — dw agree/disagree, S both-views

m  38®: 200 words = ®©EI6® Gme0s 6e358 BKE? e @S DES®.

B 90 @ds: BEE® DB BB 3 — emEn 48 BrS® (685 2 + counter + ®mC)
® 9 model 10z "../11-essay-bank.md’

COMMON MISTAKES
B X ®ms 62nBe) @2 O (both-views g5&6»0)
B X 99» 200 s&5» d — "Do not exceed" Bo@) H6mmd)
B X 6de 6206 D@ 6mdess DB Bn® dm — Organisation @5 cad)
B X Story &m0 2@ BER epese Bom D (B Hen® 5rHss® BwO® 3e5%)
B X Story deS tense D 6063 5O
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A/L GENERAL ENGLISH - 2026

PART C —QUICK REVISION SHEET

Q10 -» 15 min Q11 » 15 min Q12 » 15 min Q13 » 25 min

O]

5% BB® 5 - 65500® esdimnm e555cH®t

1-O-D-D. "Overall" &t cE. Past tense.

Format & + bullets ®=emn®

ere3Besoesde + subject line + »® g2 »8 sincerely

epe38es0830 35 Do + Be’ docs

50-75 (notice) / 100-125 (letter)

75-100 (2020) / 100-125 (2024, 2025)

(Rl
Q9 » 6 min
Om YOGH
Q Marks Boxes
9 5 —
10 10 C-L
1 15 C-L
12 15 F-C-L-O
13 20 C-L-O
WORD LIMITS
Q Words
10 ~75-100
11
12
13 150-200 — "Do not exceed"
DO/ DON'T
Do

Bullet points ®=5ezm® cover dssem

Formal ®0 subject line s

Notice ®@0 heading + date + issuer

Essay ®0 In my opinion

e DD eRes®

Don't
DO epenepcdsse Desd
S#ODD OB Des)
"Dear" 3 "Yours" g3 desd
OB 6EE) @S Des)

D® 60 HEEO B desd
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